
 
Wexford Parent Teacher Organization 

2012-2013 Accomplishments 
WPTO enjoyed another year of enhancing the learning environment, the community and their home at 
Wexford Elementary.  Thank you for all the supportive efforts this year.  It is truly incredibly all that can 
be accomplished with our families.  With your participation, WPTO was able to accomplish the following 
activities: 

Our wonderful parent volunteers logged in over 3000 hours of volunteer 
time. 

The year started off with the New Families Orientation.  This was a coordinated effort between 
the school counselor and the WPTO to welcome new families and their students into the school.  This 
year we helped welcome more students and families than ever before due to the right sizing of the 
district’s elementary buildings.  It is such a special event to see our students extend the hand of 
friendship to the new members of our Wexford family.   

WPTO supports the building-wide Positive Behavioral Support Program, facilitated by the 
school counselor. Staff regularly recognizes students for their positive behavior with WOW 
tickets and WOW ticket drawings every two weeks. 

As part of the district wide STEAM initiative, Career Day is planned for May, 2013.  With 
WPTO, the school counselor and staff support, Wexford Elementary students will hear and 
write about various careers through “Power Lunches” or other parent visits. 

The Beautification Committee decked the walls and halls along with the exterior flower pots 
with festive themes  throughout the school year.  This creates a welcoming, warm primary school 
environment for all!   

The Book Fair Committee hosted both a fall and spring book fair netting over $1500 in 
proceeds.  For the first time, the book fair was also available on-line to allow our families greater access 
to supporting the program.  This year we had the help of many of our PRHS students.  It is great to see 
Wexford Alumni offering a hand to their underclassmen. 

Spirit Wear offers sales throughout the school year – Fall, Winter and Spring.  The committee offers 
families the opportunity to purchase clothing and accessories to show their PR Pride!   

WPTO staffed the School Store on Fridays during the school year.  The store was open once a month 
for all students to “shop.”  Students were able to purchase fun items after eating their lunches.  The 
students really enjoy this opportunity to buy pencils and school day supplies. 

The Book Room Committee staffed volunteers to help maintain and organize the Literacy Book 
Room. The Wexford families donated $1800 in Scholastic Dollars to the book room this year from the 
two book fairs.   Additionally, the WPTO donated funds to purchase needed shelving and storage units 
for all the books purchased throughout the year. 



The Directory Committee assembled and provided school directories to all the Wexford families, 
teachers and administrators! This is a huge undertaking that allows the families to stay connected! 

Spirit Committee helped the students celebrate Wexford and Pine-Richland Spirit every month 
during Spirit Day. Various themes were noted each month such as PR Pride, Spirit Week, Favorite sports 
teams, and Dr. Seuss’ Birthday. 

The Vendor Programs including box tops, Target take charge, and recycle rewards have 
accumulated over $1600 thanks to our hard working vendor committee chair and our Wexford families! 

The Giant Eagle Gift Card sales team worked extremely hard both in the fall and in the spring 
netting a grand total of over $ 5,000.  This could not have been possible without the unbelievable 
participation of our Wexford families and the staff.   

Throughout the year the WPTO has made Stipends available to all the Wexford Elementary classroom 
teachers.  Each teacher receives $75 to use to purchase items to enhance curriculum and/ or purchase 
additional classroom supplies, in addition to a $125 stipend per grade level. 

The WPTO coordinated with the Carnegie Museum Loan Program to secure over 100 items to 
enhance classroom learning.  These items consist of animals, topic boxes, information binders, and 
educational books. 

The Fall Fun Night is always a wonderful event for our families.  This year, we ventured on a hay 
ride followed by a bon fire.  Over 200 guests enjoyed the festivities to include Apple Cider, cookies and 
raffle baskets donated by the neighborhoods in our building.  The night earned $1,800. 

The WPTO expressed its gratitude during two Staff Appreciation Events.   The committee 
created two very special days for our staff to demonstrate our appreciation for their dedication to our 
students and families.   

The Outreach Committee coordinated a number of activities to give back to the community.  They 
met with the 3rd graders throughout the school year.    The students made blankets to donate.  School 
supplies were collected for our surrounding communities.  The students created over sixty (60) bagged 
lunches for the Light of Life.  They also decorated small vases and filled them with fresh flowers for 
distribution to area nursing homes. During the month of May there will be a building wide food 
collection in the month of May.  The final effort will be a monetary collection to help support the 
Oklahoma Tornado families.  Every penny makes a difference when we join together! 

Our Ram Reader fall event kicked off with a week-long festival of reading to include a Dad’s Day!  
Ram Readers gathered pledges of over $10,000 to benefit the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank.  
CBS News’ KDKA anchor Rick Dayton was on hand to celebrate this huge accomplishment and PNC Bank 
matched those funds for an incredible $20,000.  Since its inception in 2007, Wexford Elementary has 
raised over $55,000 for the Food Bank and with matching funds from PNC, over $100,000 has been 
donated to this amazing effort.   

The Holiday Store was another overwhelming success this year.  The kids love shopping and the 
parents love to volunteer! The store raised $1900 during the week. 



The Bulletin Boards are maintained by the WPTO and have been absolutely amazing this year!  The 
students love to see all the changing displays.  They help provide information about WPTO events and 
showcase our faculty and staff.   

The Birthday Bulletin Board is a fun way we recognize the students in our building.  All students 
can look for their name on this colorful board during their birthday month. 

The WPTO enjoys being able to provide our students with many interesting, fun and enriching 
Assemblies throughout the year.  The goal is to bring to our students fun and interesting programs 
to support the STEAM initiative in the PR School District.  The assemblies this year included:  BMX - Anti-
bullying, Carnegie Science, Pittsburgh Zoo, Roots over America Music, Robin Moore, Dennis Bowman 
Weather Assembly and a Jump Rope Master assembly .   

During Read Across America Week the WPTO worked closely with the Library staff and Reading 
support staff to celebrate Dr. Seuss.  Students from Slippery Rock University created a fun environment 
in our gym with different Seuss themed stations.  There was also an incredible story teller.   

The WPTO also coordinated Afterschool Programs for our students.  The intramural program run 
by Mr. G and Miss Firmin was booked to capacity in both the Fall and Spring.  For the first time, the first 
grade students participated in their own program on Wednesdays.  Christine’s Painting, an art class, was 
offered in both the Fall and Spring.  Many wonderful art projects are now holding special places in our 
families’ homes.   

The Annual Spring Fling was held this year on April 26th with the target as a Trail to Fitness.  The 
amazing event raised over $11,000.  As a result of all the efforts of the committee and our families, 
Wexford Elementary will have a new fitness/play area in our school yard.  Installation is scheduled for 
July of 2013.  The equipment will be ready for the start of school in August.  

The Yearbook Committee took hundreds of pictures throughout the year, organized them and 
developed the 2012-2013 Wexford yearbook.  The committee held a contest for the cover of the 
yearbook.  The cover is amazing thanks to the talents of our students.  The results were incredible! 
These yearbooks are cherished by the children for years to come. 

The WPTO is sponsoring the End of the Year Party for the 3rd Graders.  The theme is going 
to be a Beach Party.  All third grade students were invited to submit a design for the grade level t-shirt.  
The students will start with a special lunch and then move to the beach.  There will be a DJ, inflatable 
machine, a dunk tank and many more fun games. 

WPTO provided volunteers all year long working Behind the Scenes helping our staff with special 
classroom projects. 

The WPTO provided a Volunteer/Home Room Parent Coordinator who helped facilitate 
all communications between the home room parents and recruiting parent involvement for our 
programs. 

WPTO will be helping out our school nurse, Mrs. Chips, and her annual Health Fair. We help provide 
parent volunteers to assist where needed throughout the day. 



WPTO purchases materials used for the Math24Challenge that is held in June for the 3rd grade 
class. 

The WPTO has a new and updated Website, www.pinerichland.org/Page/1539. This 
contains information about WPTO sponsored event s and school activities.  

The WPTO will sponsor a School Picnic for ALL students and Staff to enjoy in May. 

Our WPTO will donate $500 this school year and will continue the contribution over the remaining three 
years in the Wexford Elementary name to the Pine Richland Opportunities Fund that will 
help provide close to $20,000 to students in scholarships and $17,000 in grants to teachers. 

The WPTO also has helped sponsor Scholarships to students in need to include the Camp Invention 
summer program and will continue to do so in the future.  

The WPTO worked hard this year identifying new programs to offer to our students to include the WE 

SOAR and Book Dedication programs.  More than 140 students participated in the new 
summer reading program logging over 125,000 minutes read.  Each participating student received a $5 
gift certificate to use at either the Fall or Spring Book Fair.  The book dedication program allows families 
to donate books to our library for birthdays or other special occasions.   Over twenty books have been 
donated this year! 

The Wexford Elementary PTO is an amazing organization created by the dedication of our selfless parent 
volunteers.   It is a testament to the strength of our community to create such a wonderful environment 
in our building.   

We have enjoyed this school year and anticipate another great year of 
learning, enriching and enjoying our children during their time at Wexford 
Elementary in 2013-2014.  Thank you again for all your support!! 
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